February 13, 2013

VAN

Hawaii Farmers Union United

The Honorable Sylvia Luke

Chair, House Finance Committee
Hawaii State Capitol

415 South Beretania St., Room 306
Honolulu, HI 96813

Dear Rep. Luke:
SUBJECT: HB 353 - TO RESEARCH AND MITIGATE COSTS OF CBB

I am writing on behalf of the Hawaii Farmers Union United (or “HFUU™) and in support
of HB 353 to fund Coffee Berry Borer (or “CBB™) research and defray the costs of CBB
mitigation for owners of small-scale farms in the Kona and Ka’u Districts of Hawaii
County. I have read the testimony our Kona Chapter submitted in support of this bill and
support it for the same reasons the Chapter has given.

The Hawaii Farmers Union is affiliated with the National Farmers Union (or “NFU”), the
oldest representative organization of family and other small-scale farmers in the United
States. HFUU and NFU support small-scale farmers and the community based
economies they foster through cooperative development, education and legislation. HB
353 would support the efforts of such farmers in the Kona and Ka’u Districts in dealing
with the dire effects of the CBB infestation. As our Kona Chapter points out small-scale
farm participation in CBB mitigation efforts is crucial to their success.

We too wonder why the Hawaii Department of Agriculture has not been able to mount a
more timely and effective response to this emergency. While HFUU joins its Kona
Chapter in urging passage of HB 353 we also urge that the appropriate bodies of the
Legislature determine a proactive level and allocation of funding to deal with this
emergency and to assure that farmers are educated about this problem and its solutions
and effectively supported in their efforts to combat it.

Respect{ully Submitted,

YA

Vincent Mina
President, Hawaii
Farmers Union United



2/13/13

To: The House Committee on Finance

From: Bruce Corker, Kona Coffee Farmers Association

Re: HB353—Support for $830,000 CBB Appropriation

Dear Chair Luke and Members of the Committee on Finance:

I am a coffee farmer in Holualoa in Hawaii County and am Chair of the Legislative Committee
of the Kona Coffee Farmers Association (KCFA). The KCFA is a Section 501.c.6 non-profit
trade association with more than 300 members which represents the interests of coffee farmers in
the North and South Kona Districts. KCFA voting membership is limited to coffee farmers—
and does not include coffee buyers, middlemen, processors or commercial coffee marketers.

Kona’s coffee farms (the vast majority of which are small family farms) are facing an
EXTREME EMERGENCY which threatens the future economic viability Kona coffee—one of
Hawaii’s historic heritage crops. In late 2010 an exotic insect from Africa, the Coffee Berry
Borer (CBB), was first identified infesting coffee beans in Hawaii County. From that initial
small infestation, this invasive insect pest has increased exponentially to the level where the
beetle now exists in the billions, and has infested many farms to the point where some crops
cannot be commercially harvested. This has already forced some farms to close.

There are pest mitigation technologies that have been effective in other areas of the world in
controlling CBB, but those technologies need to be adapted—on an emergency basis-- for
conditions in Hawaii. Ifthe State fails to adequately address this emergency, it risks the loss of
its coffee growing industry not just on Hawaii Island, but throughout the State. It is only a matter



of time until this insect jumps to the islands of Maui, Oahu, Molokai, and Kauai where the
State’s other major coffee production areas are located. Every dollar spent now in Hawaii
County on research and mitigation will provide direct future benefits throughout the State.

HB353 (the bill “noticed” for this Committee on Finance hearing on February 14) provides for
an appropriation of $830,000 to combat CBB. On January 27, KCFA representatives met with
Rep. Nicole Lowen, sponsor of HB353, and indicated that although an appropriation of $830,000
1s two years late and too small to fully address the emergency, the KCFA would support the bill
as a step in the right direction.

Late on February 12, however, KCFA learned that there had been backroom discussions in
which it was agreed that the Committee would consider a “Proposed HB353, H.D.1”, reducing
the appropriation by more than 60% from $830,000 to $300,000. KCFA and its coffee farmer
members were neither included 1n the discussions nor consulted about changes to the bill.
Although originally the bill was referred to the Agriculture Committee, no hearing has been held
by that Committee.

KCFA opposes the “Proposed HB353, H.D.1” and opposes any reduction in the original
appropriation amount. [Please note that much of the written testimony in support of HB353 may
be addressed to the original HB353 and the $830,000 appropriation and not to the “Proposed
HB353, H.D1” which was not referrenced in the “Notice of Hearing” or on the Legislative
website. |

If this Committee and the Hawaii Legislature are serious about supporting farmers and saving
Hawaii’s coffee growing industry, they should significantly increase—not reduce—the
appropriation in the original bill.

Sincerely,

Bruce Corker, Legislative Committee Chair

Kona Coffee Farmers Association



Bruce Corker
bruce.corker@gmail.com
808.322.9562




HB353
Submitted on: 2/13/2013
Testimony for FIN on Feb 14, 2013 15:30PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization  Testifier Position Pltlees::'?r: ;t
| Wakefield & Sons, Inc. || Wakefield Coffee ||  Support || No
Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov




HB353
Submitted on: 2/13/2013
Testimony for FIN on Feb 14, 2013 15:30PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization  Testifier Position Pltlees::'?r: ;t
| SharonKirkland || FirelIsland Coffee ||  Support || No
Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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